
Comments on Draft Report for Hugo 

 

EPA: None 

 

State: None 

 

Company: See attached letter dated April 21, 2011 
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e lectric cooperat ive

Apri l 21,2011

Me. Stephen Hoffman
US Environmenta l Protection Agenc y (5304P)
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460

Re: Western f anners Electrical Cooperative
Hugo Power Plant
Comments on Assessment of Darn Safet y of
Coal Com bustion Surface Impoundments

Dear Mr. Iloffman,

WFEC appreciate s the opportunity to comment on the draft assessment of our Ilugo
Plant. WFE C has reviewed the draft assessment and has identified some areas that
warrant the following com ments.

Sectio n 2.6 l\lonitoring Instrumentation , Page 2-6
The section states there are two monitoring wells at the site. Actually there are II
monitori ng wells at the site. There are two (2) up-gradient wells and nine (9) down
gradient wells. Of the nine (9) down-gradient well s, five (5) are down-gradient of the fly
ash impo undment and fo ur (4) arc down -gradient of the botto m ash impoundment. A
drawing is atta ched showing the approximate location ofthc moni toring wel ls.

Sect ion 4.2 Acknowledge ment of CCW Impoundment Condition, Page 4-1 and 4-2
The draft report says that since no docu mentation can be furni shed concerning original
stability, hydro logy or hydraulic studies for the facility it warrants a rating ofa POOR
condition. WFE C could not disagree more. First by COM's own report (see table 3) all
the impoundme nts arc rated low hazard. Second, there are low potent ial impacts from the
impoundments if they fail. Third. if you look at the age of the impoundments (30 years
old) by COM's own inspection results they are in good shape. Finally, in section 3.2
page 3-1 the report states "it is ant icipated the OWS13 (we think this should be OWRB)
would characterize them (the impoundments) as low hazard potential" , Based on these
reasons the impoundments should be upgraded from a poor rating. In add ition, WFEC
has requested Bum s and McDonnell (original design eng ineeri ng company) look through
their archives for additiona l doc umentation on the design of the impoundments. If found
this documentation will be forwa rded.
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Sect ion 4A Eros ion Protection and Repair, I)a~c -1-2
WFEC agrees that eroded areas need to be addre ssed. Maintenance request have been
entered to complete the repair to the eroded areas. Depending on weather, the areas
identi fied will be repaired \I...ithin three months.

Sec tion -1.5 See page, Pa ge -1-2 .
The seepage area will be marked and monitored. Maintenance will be performed as
necessary .

Section -1.7 In specti on Recomm endations, Pa ge " ·3
Procedures will be updated to ensure better documentat ion of inspections performed on
the impoundments. Please note that inspections have been performed regularly, howe ver,
they \v'ere not documented suff iciently in the opinion of CDM .

Again, WFEC would like to thank EPA for the opportunity to comment on the draft
report. WFEC looks forward to completing the report on our facility in a timely manner.

Respectfully,

,t"1a~~UJ~~
Chief Executive Officer
Western Fanners Electric Cooperative
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